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SUBJECT: Organized Opposition to Arbenz Regime

A few. days ago;i hadha,lengthy ,
a young,“;e;m,v' ’ate Guatemalan who}ha
opposition : '
regard him. as"well~informed and generally Bound in
Judgment. The following paragraphs contain the essential
parts of the talk but net necasaarily in the order in

extremely liberal.

‘accept .advic

the movemen_ﬂwere, eade: .by Casvv
reason, he balieved that a revolt,headed by Ydigoras
would ﬁe doomed to failure. S

He said that most m bers of the grOup would have
preferred a civilisn to head the new Government and
stated that the Ubico regime had left a strong pre-
Judice against,military overnment among the Guatemalan
people., In this connection he questioned that AREVALO
would have chosen Arbenz as his successor if he had been
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able to choose freely. He implied that most meubers of
his group regarded Lic. Juan CORDOVA Cerna as the gost
capable civilian; but they all recognized that in present
cireumstances, the leader must be a military figure.

Military Cspacity of the Guatemalan Army

My caller sald that certain U.5. measures had incid-
entally proved helpful to his causel the most important
step in this connection had been the refusal to license
armg sales to the Guatemalan Army. While he recognized
the general correctness of this policy, he said that it
had proved dissdvantageous in one respect only: the Army
was now so poorly armed that officers friendly to his
movement were not sure the Army (or specifically the
Guardia de Honor) could control the police {Guardia
Civil) if the latter remained loyal to Arbenz. e sald
the Guardia Civil had aebout 1500 trained men in Guate-
mala City and a fair supply of machine guns and ammuni-
tion. He thought these policemen might be more than 2

mateh for the Plittle Indian soldiers.” (N.B., I do
not think this is a generally held view.)

I asked whether the fact that the soldiers were
Indians ¢id not mean they were more likely to follow
their officers whereas the police would be more likely
to "lie low" to see which way the tide was moving. He
replied that many officers doubted their men would move
against the Government if ordered to by their officers,
that the Government had conducted an intensive course
of indoctrination for the soldfiers and that large numbers
of them were believed to feel a strong sense of loyslty
to Colonel arbenz. This doubt about the reaction of
the troops was causing considerable hesitation among
the officers who were otherwise well=disposed towards
an anti-Covernment. coup. ’

Possible Reaction of qumunists to Attempted Coup

My visitor's concern regarding the military capacity
of the Army was enhanced by his convietion that the
Communists were undoubtedlY'prepared to give the Governs
ment vigorous end effective support zgeinst any attempt
to overthrow it. .In his opinion the recent invasions
of private farms not subject t< the Agrarien Refora Law
in the Escuintla area was designed primarily to build
up militant groups who would have a real stgke in the
continuance of the present regime., He said Carlos HManuel
PELLECER, the Communist leader, had openly said that in
case of a revolt he would bring his boys to Cuatemala
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City and "clean out the reactionaries."™ My caller did
not doubt that Pellecer and other Communists could muster
thousands of men in defense of the regime and that the -
results could be distinclly bloody. Despite this circum-
stance, he said he saw no slternative to an invasion

from across the borders since he did not think the Opposi-
tion could muster sufficient strength in the Capital to
execute a quick goup d'etat. I thought it inadvisable

to pursue this subject any further, '
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